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MYRTLEWOOD HISTORY - SEPTEMBER 1994
 

Countians begin pay 
. - -- -- ­

$2 on phone bills for 
-- --~ -- ­

proposed '96 Enhanced
 
911 service
 

Marengo County citizens are paying 
-$2.00 a month for each telephone line to 
pay for the Enhanced 911 service. 

The E-911 service will not begin for at 
least two years, and many people do not 
understand why they have to pay for it 
now. 

Virgil Hinson of Dayton and Kathryn 
Friday of Linden, committee members, 
explained it this way: "You have to pay 
as you go to keep politics out of it It also 
assures you you will get the best value 
for your money." 

Hinson said the disadvantage is the 
waiting period. That period will be at 
least two years to accumulate enough 
money to get started ~ith the mapping 
and ie-addressing. That cost will be about 
$55,000. The next step will be putting the 
information into the telephone compa­
ny's computer. Another 10 months, 
according to Hinson. 

People in the Thomaston, Dayton, and 
Catherine areas can dial 911 now and get 
only the Camden police department. In 
an emergency in Marengo County, this 

'The Democrat-Reporter, Linden, 
'Thursday, 8 September 1994 

only slows down or 'Completely cuts off 
messages to the fIre department or law 
enforcement agency. 

Camden police do not have access to 
the fire depanment you may want in 
these areas. Friday says the best number 
to call will be the Marengo County Jail at 
295-5217 if you do not know the number 
of the nearest fue department There is a 
dispatcher on duty 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

After the television shows about 911, 
people think the Camden police automat­

ically know their address. This is not the 
case, and Camden cannot relay a message 
if they do not know to whom to relay it 
and your address, says Hinson. 

People in Linden and the other areas of 
Marengo will not get an answer on a 911 
call until the new system is complete in a 
little over two years from now. 
Demopolis has a 911 system but not the 
enhanced one which automatically prints 
out the location of the caller but automat­
ically calls the agency needed - fire, 
law, etc. 

AlABAMA 
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Coats Brown 

Army inducts
 

Coats Brown
 
into marksmanship
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MYRTLEWOOD HISTORY - SEPTEMBER 1994
 

Coats Brown of Columbus, Ga., and for­
merly of Myrtlewood has recently been 
inducted into the Marksmanship Hall of 
Fame at Fort Benning, Ga. 

Brown, a Chief Warrant Officer, began 
his shooting career in 1935 with his enlist­
ment in the Third Battalion, 22nd Infantry 
Regiment. He soon established a reputation 
as the best marksman in the Regiment by 
demonstrating his proficiency with practi­
cally every weapon in the inventory includ­
ing the 1903 Springfield Service rifle, the 
.45 caliber service pistol, the Browning 
automatic rifle, and the .30 caliber water­
cooled machine gun. 

As a result, he was assigned as NCOIC 
(non commissioned officer in charge) of the 
battalion rifle team. His effective training 
enabled his battalion to achieve an overall 
92 percent qualification rate, which was the 

highest in the regiment. 
In 1939, he won the National Trophy 

Individual Rifle Match over a field of more 
than 3,000 competitors at the National 
Matches in Camp Perry, Ohio. He also won 
the Coast Guard Trophy match and was a 
firing member of the Roumanian trophy, 
Enlisted Man's trophy, Herrick trophy, and 
Infantry Squad team matches. 

In 1956, he was assigned as coach of the 
newly formed Army Marksmanship Unit 
Service Rifle Team. Under his supervision, 
which included many long hours on the 
"Dry Fire" range. the Army won the 
National Trophy Team Match the following 
year at Camp Perry. CW4 Brown retired 
from the Army in 1965. 

That year, he was hired as a Graphics 
Illustrator by the USAMU, a position he 
held for 17 years. It was during this period 

that he refurbished the many trophies won 
by USAMU shooters and teams and estab­
lished the unite trophy room. 

"Coats Brown's invaluable contributions 
to Army marksmanship as a shooter, coach, 
and graphics illustrator spanned a 47 year 
career. His training methods have influ­
enced more riflemen than any other Army 
Service rifle coach in history," stated his 
Hall of Fame qualifications. 

Brown is also known in Marengo County 
for his penmanship and calligraphy. 

After Deputy Nate Conner died from a 
gunshot wound in the line of duty in 1983, 
Brown read about Conner's heroism and 
death in The Democrat-Reporter. He gath­
ered information about the deputy and a 
photograph and then sent a memorial trib­
ute to Conner that now hangs on the wall of 
the Marengo County sheriff's office. 

The Democrat-Reporter, Linden, Alabama, Social Section-Page 4, Thurs. 29 Sept. 1994 

13r:
 

'" 



Ml'YRTIEWOOD HISTORY - OC1DBER 1994 

SUN. OCT. 2: Fonner Myrtlewood resident and Mayor, EVELYN (Ray) YELVERTON, age 70, 
died in Providence Hospital, Mobile. Services WEEe held October 4 at the Fairhaven 
Baptist Clfurch, Deroopolis with burial in Deroopolis Merrorial Gardens. She was sur­
vived by her husband, Clyde Melvin Yelverton, Sr.; 3 sons, Clyde Melvin Yelverton, 
Jr., WIlmer Ray/Willie Yelverton and John Kiplin/Kip Yelverton; 2 daughters, Cecile 
(Yelverton) McArthur and Janet (Yelverton) Marlowe; 9 grandchildren and 6 great­
grtandchildren; 3 sisters; Annie Mae (Ray) Meritt of Mobile, Nell (Ray) Saltz of 
Fairhope and Sadie (Ray) Durm of Grove Hill. Evelyn came to Myrtlewood with her 
husband and children . She was a member of the Myrtlewood Town 
Council Oct. 1968 to Oct. 1972, Oct. 1972 to Oct. 1976, remaining on the Council 
until she replaced Arrron Ralph Mosley as our town's FIRST WClv1AN MAYOR on 15 January 
1980. She served as Mayor until June 1984. This family left Myrtlewood---:,...--__ 
to live at Gee's Bend and then later rroved to Deroopolis. They were living in 
Derropolis when Evelyn died. 

WED. OCT. 5: The FOUR1H ANNUAL MARENGO COUNIY lAW ENFORCEMENT COOK our was held 
at the Riverbend Htmting Lcxige in Myrtlewood begirming at 4:00 p.m. this day. The . 
event was sponsored by the Marengo COunty Sheirff' s Department. The cost was 
$10.00 per person for a steak dinner and skeet sjhoot. 

SUN. OCT. 9: The ANNUAL HCMECU1ING SERVICE OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH was held at the 
Myrtlewood Baptist Clfurch. The rrorning service began at 11:00 a.m. with the Rev. 
RONNIE BREWER, Baptist student director of the Alabama Baptist Student Union at 
The University of Alabama, brought the message. The REV. PAUL FISHER HARD is 
minister of the Myrtlewood Clfurch. DInner-on-the-ground followed the rrorning 
service but due to the rainy weather the dinner was held in the Church Fellowship 
Hall. After dinner the singing group, THE NEWIDNES of Providence entertained. 
The annual Homecoming was attended by one of the smallest crowds ever. A great 
number of Myrtlewood residents do no attend anyrrore and those from out-of-town 
rarely come. SO many of our fonner members have died and many suffer from ill 
health and too many of our yatmger generation could care less. That is the way 
of the world today! 

r-DN. OCT. 10: COLUMBUS DAY, which falls on October 12th, was observed this day 
as Federal HOliday. 
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MARENGO FAMILY
 
HEALTH CENTER
 

Opening October 3, 1994
 

r-" 
I 

Dr. Alex Curtis, Jeffrey Slepicka, PA. Laura Luckie, RN, Kimberly Luker, LPN, 
Patricia Woolf, Office Supervisor, and Michele Stephens, Office Assistant. 

The Deroocrat-Reporter, Limen,. Alabama, 'Thurs. 29 September 1994 

Your- Caring Neighbor
 
Open 

Mon.· Fri. ..
8am-8 pm
 

saturday
 
8 am-12 pm
 

1007 South Main MFHC 295-4000
 
Linden, Alabama MAS 289-4020
 

') 



MYRTLEWOOD HISTORY - TIIE BRIIX;E - OCTOBER 1994
 

'I~ll just flat come • • •
 

build that bridge~
 
Fob James promises new Naheola Bridge
 
during Faunsdale speech Monday night
 
"I'll just flat come down there and build that 

bridge," Fob James told a crowd of contributors 
in Marengo County Monday night, Oct 3. 

Speaking at the grill in Faunsdale, the candidate 
for governor told Pat Vice of Linden there is plen­
ty money in the highway fund to consttuct the new 
bridge at Naheola. 
• The former governor was welcomed by sup­
porters from a number- of West ~abama counties 
who applauded his change to the Republican 
party. 

Hi~ r: . -- ;" 'hI' 

The Democrat-Reporter 
Linden, Alabama 
Front Page 
Thurs. 6 October 1994 

1 ~lallU 111 '"'1"1" ........ _vil LV JIll • .&­

Clinton!" Applause echoed again throughout the
 
meeting room of the restaurant.
 

Next he answered questions, the fIrst was about
 
the Naheola Bridge. "I'm a civil engineer from
 
Auburn University ... I'll just flat come down
 
there and build that bridge."
 

"There is no shortage of funds. There are 800
 
more people in the highway department today than
 
when I was governor 12 years ago," he charged.
 

He closed with, "We've got to get the courts
 
our of schools; we've got a convoluted way of
 
thinking; and I'll do my _best to return discipline
 

Fob James brings campaign to Marengo and paddling to our schools." 
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